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Judge each day not by the harvest you reap but by the 
seeds you plant. 

Robert Louis Stevenson, Scottish writer, 1850-1894 
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Dear Friends  
I am writing this muse in my cool sitting room enjoying the break 
from the lovely, but very warm, September sunshine. It is lovely to 
have this spell of settled weather. Hopefully by the time you read 
this the weather will still be pleasant as we move into the month of 
October and autumn. 

Originally October was the 8th month of the Roman calendar. Later 
it became the 10th month when January and February were added. 
The Saxons called the month Winterfylleth because it had the first 
full moon of the winter season.   

October is generally the month when harvest begins. Although our 
food today is more than likely to come from the supermarket, 
Christians believe it is still important to remember God as creator 
and thank him for the many good things that He provides. 

Harvest Festival, which we are celebrating at Dore and Totley on 
the 10th October, is a celebration of the food grown on the land 
and the many blessings God has given us. These celebrations are 
very ancient and take place around the world. The times of the 
year that a harvest service of thanksgiving is held vary from 
country to country. For example, in Britain this occurs in late 
September, early October. In the USA, however, Thanksgiving Day 
is held on the fourth Thursday in November.  

Harvest Festivals date back to Pagan times. Today's church 
celebrations only began in earnest in Victorian times when the 
Reverend Stephen Hawker invited the parishioners to a special 
harvest thanksgiving service at the church in Morenshaw, Cornwall, 
in 1843. 

It is a time when we can celebrate and give thanks together and 
allow us to share the gifts from God with those less fortunate than 
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ourselves. This year the donations received by our church will again 
be given to The Archer Project. 

In Galatians 6 we can read, "a man reaps what he sows. The one 
who sows to please his sinful nature will reap destruction. The one 
who sows to please the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not 
become weary of doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up." 

So as we enter autumn and the harvest season let us give thanks 
for the bountiful gifts that God has given us and pray for all those 
who are less fortunate than ourselves.  

 A Harvest Poem by Susan Y Nildtanko, 25th April 2011 
 

A harvest of apples, a harvest of corn; 
A harvest of plenty, an autumn adorned. 

With bright coloured leaves, a fall festive blend 
A wonderful time for families and friends. 
A harvest of pumpkins, a harvest of grain; 

A harvest of bounty, and cool autumn rains. 
A big harvest moon way up in the sky; 

A harvest of blessings that God has supplied. 
Be grateful be humble, give thanks to the Lord; 
He has showered his blessing here in our world. 

But have we been faithful, and have we been true? 
Have we put God first in all that we do? 

A harvest that God sees is not food or crop. 
Not pumpkins, or grain, or apples that drop. 

But God sees the harvest of souls needing Him; 
A harvest of people who need saved from their sin. 

A harvest of souls and a harvest of love; 
A harvest of mercy from our Father above. 

When we see the harvest, let's see through God's eyes; 
And share with the nations the life He supplies. 

Helen Miller 
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Family News   

As I am writing this, the news that Zaidie and Trevor were forced to 
abandon their so-looked-forward-to cruise because of a positive 
Covid test has reached me. I wonder how many others of us have 
had similar disappointing experiences this summer. I hope not 
many. 

This month is really the end of the holiday season, with the 
children having gone back to school in September, but if you have 
an autumn break booked we wish you well. 

No-one has been in touch to tell me exciting family news so I guess 
this is one of the "non-event" months.  

We must celebrate being able to mix and worship on Sundays and 
Wednesdays again and support one another in our numerous tasks 
to enable the smooth running of our time together. 

Our prayers are for our friends unable to come to church and who 

are alone or lonely. Let me know if you come into this category. 

Jane Studd 2361192  

 It was lovely to see and chat to Elizabeth (Liz) Miller at the service 
on 12th October. She was kind enough to help Anne Dale and me 
put the tables and chairs away once coffee time was over. Old 
habits die hard!  

Jeanne Clark   

The copy date for November’s Take Notice is Monday 18th 
October. 
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Harvest Sunday 
Our Harvest service is on Sunday October 10th and will be led by  
Dr Nicola Robinson.  It is great to know that the Cathedral Archer 
Project are able to offer meals for homeless people once more so 
we will be collecting gifts of non-perishable food for them.  There is 
a list of what is needed on their website www.archerproject.org.uk 

This includes cereals, full fat UHT (long life) milk, pot noodles and 
cuppa soups, sugar, tea, coffee, tinned food, washing powder and 
washing up liquid. 

Following the service we are having lunch with a difference.  Bring 
your own food and share in chat together.  We will provide drinks. 
 
Carers Café 
The Carers café is coming back on Wednesday 6th October  from 10 
a.m. and on the first Wednesday of each month from then 
onwards.  If you know of any carers who might wish to try us out 
please pass on the word. 
 
Wednesday coffee 
At the moment we are just having coffee before the services on 
the first and last Wednesdays of each month.  

Elaine Ferguson 
 

 Upcoming services of Worship 

Bible Sunday 
On 17th October I will be leading a service focusing on the Bible and 
I would love to know if there are any Bible stories or Bible passages 
that you would like to be included. 
 

All Saints’ Eve 
Morning worship on 31st October will be a Joint Team service at 
Central URC at 10.30 a.m.  
In the evening at 7.30 p.m. I will lead a service of prayer and quiet 
reflection here at Dore and Totley. 
 

http://www.archerproject.org.uk/
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Advent 
The Team Ministers have planned joint Team services at different 
churches during Advent (see the Diary section for details). At the 
Church Meeting on 24th October I will be asking you whether you 
would like additional services to be held here during that period. 

Anne Dale 
 

Social Club 
The Social Club is open to all. 

If you are interested, you are invited to attend any meeting. For 
non-members, there is a fee of £3 per meeting which would be 
refunded if you joined on that day. 

The annual subscription is £10, and there is an attendance fee of 
£1 per meeting attended which covers the cost of refreshments. 

Unless otherwise stated, meetings start at 2.30 p.m., finish by 
about 4.30 p.m., and are held fortnightly on Thursdays in the 
church on Totley Brook Road.  

7th October: Gardening and Wildlife in Lockdown – Roger Hart  
21st October: An Orphanage in Addis Ababa – Kevin Morley  

Alison Holden 
    

 

 

 

The flowers in church on 24th October 
have been provided by Marie Gledhill,  

in memory of her father  
who died on the 19th October 2017. 

. 
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Autumn Days 
Autumn days when the grass is jewelled 
And the silk inside a chestnut shell. 
Jet planes meeting in the air to be refuelled. 
All these thing I love so well 
So I mustn't forget, no, I mustn't forget 
To say a great big Thank You, I mustn't forget 
Clouds that look like familiar faces 
And the winter's moon with frosted rings. 
Smell of bacon as I fasten up my laces 
And the song the milkman sings 
So I mustn't forget . . .  
Whipped-up spray that is rainbow-scattered 
And a swallow curving in the sky 
Shoes so comfy though they're worn out and they're battered 
And the taste of apple pie. 
So I mustn't forget . . .  
Scent of gardens when the rain's been falling 
And a minnow darting down a stream 
Picked-up engine that's been stuttering and stalling 
And a win for my home team. 
So I mustn't forget, no, I mustn't forget 
To say a great big Thank You, I mustn't forget 

Estelle White (1925 – 2011), a former nun and retired teacher of 
music and religion, wrote this hymn, which caused controversy in 
1996 when choir members of the 12th century St. Mary's Church in 
Wroxham walked out rather than sing it as they found the 
reference to "jet planes meeting in air to be refuelled," to be 
inappropriate. White explained that she had written the hymn for 
the children at a school under a flight path. Mid-air refuelling was a 
wonder in the Sixties, she said and "it was regarded as amazing."  

She commented that all her hymns are very clear, very concrete. “I 
don't believe God is vaguely out there sitting up on a cloud with a 
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beard. I think you find the transcendental in everything, so I tend 
to write hymns that bring in concrete things."  
Estelle composed over 160 hymns and played many different 
instruments, including the saxophone which, as a 17 year old 
member of the ATS, she played in a British army band on many 
ceremonial occasions, including the 1946 Victory Parade.   

It is surprising that things of the 60s which were commonplace 
such as bacon for breakfast, tying laces and singing milkmen have 
virtually disappeared – although there are increasing numbers of 
doorstep deliveries of milk. 

  

Parables  
Imagine a moment of great joy such as those displayed by people 
on The Antiques Roadshow. There is a moment like that illustrated 
in the Parable of the Hidden Treasure which precedes the Parable 
of the Pearl (Matthew 13:44). This parable is interpreted as 
illustrating the great value of the Kingdom of Heaven. We assume 
the man in the parable is not wealthy, rather the reverse; he was a 
hired hand, ploughing the same field, season after season. Then 
one day the blade of his plough suddenly struck something in the 
earth. So he stopped to see what it was, stooping down to move 
the earth away and then he finds it - treasure! - hidden all the time 
in that field. Eagerly he goes off and spends whatever it costs in 
order to buy the field outright so that the treasure can be his.  

In contrast to the first parable, the second parable is about a 
wealthy merchant, a collector of pearls who, one day, comes 



9  

  

across the most flawless and beautiful pearl he has ever seen. So 
he sells his whole collection in order to be able to buy it outright.  

So what’s the message? All of us, from time to time, may recognise 
that feeling that we’ve been ploughing the same old furrow, 
season after season, year after year. Our daily routine is pretty 
fixed and there’s nothing new of any note anymore. We may even 
lose our sense of adventure: “I’m too old to change now.” But as 
John Henry Newman wrote: “To live is to change, and to be perfect 
is to have changed often.” Life is often full of sudden and surprising 
things; a time when seeking God we sense there has to be more 
than this. And in our different ways are we not all seekers? Do we 
not always long for a more precious pearl? Can our restlessness or 
dissatisfaction be viewed as a positive force? “I want to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection,” Paul wrote in his final 
letter. What, hadn’t he had enough of Christ by then? Have you? 
Have I? Has anyone ever come to the end of God? These parables 
encourage us to keep a keen eye open for what God is doing in our 
lives, for He loves to surprise us, often when we think life has gone 
quiet. And never cease from searching, and never, ever say I am 
too old to change. 

 

Plans are already taking shape for Christmas (as it's an enormous 
logistical challenge). Meet and Eat is up and running again.   
This summer Sheffield City Council received a very large grant to 
provide Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) to children on free 
school meals; as the foodbank didn't feel that it was right to apply 
for the HAF money because so many supporters had donated very 
generously with a wish that we help families during school 
holidays, it supplied 280 recipe packs that families could collect at 
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some of the events and then cook at home together, each making 
at least two meals for four people. These were simple recipes 
designed to provide a family activity as well as a meal. 
Foodbank referrals and parcels 
After a year of delivering all the food parcels, clients are now 
collecting their food in person. First of all this was in a very 
functional, "arrive, please collect your food and leave,” manner. 
Now people can stay to have a drink and a biscuit, to browse the 
extras table and to have a chat. The value of time spent chatting to 
clients really can't be overstated. It gives a chance to understand 
their underlying problems from their own point of view so that 
they can be signposted to places that might offer help and 
support.  
Citizens Advice 

A Sheffield Citizens Advice worker, Ellen, attended the Tuesday 
foodbank sessions from April 2015 - March 2020 (when all CAB 
services moved to the phone). She has a real gift for getting people 
to open up and so can identify the root cause of their problems. In 
one year Ellen helped 109 different clients and the total amount of 
income gained for those clients was £240,000. People's lives were 
really turned around as they managed to reach financial 
independence and no longer needed support from the Foodbank.  
The funding for Ellen’s work at the food bank ended in March 2020 
but the amazing Foodbank supporters donated so very generously 
over the past couple of years that plans were made to pay 
Sheffield CAB so that Ellen could continue to work one day a week 
for Grace Foodbank clients. These plans were disrupted by the 
pandemic but, after everyone's risk assessments agreed with each 
other, Ellen returned in July.  
Items currently needed 
Soup, tinned tomatoes, tinned sweetcorn, tinned pineapple, tinned 
kidney beans, bottles of squash, toothbrushes and washing up 
liquid.  
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Prayer flags 

Before Covid closed the beaver meetings last March, we had been 

looking at our promise “to do our best, to be kind and helpful and 

to love God” and how we could do that in practical terms.  

The beavers drew pictures of their ideas and Lisa Wigfield used her 

magic to print the drawings onto material which we could iron 

onto fabric. On the very last Tuesday we could meet, the beavers 

‘stamped’ the letters on to complete the flags. Unfortunately most 

of the beavers who produced the flags have since moved on to 

cubs.  

At the start of this term Nicola came to help at beavers and talked 

to them about the promise; they looked at the messages on the 

flags and gave examples of how they could help the world and 

each other in small but significant ways. Some surprising ideas 

popped up in the conversations – recycling: “Well, when your pet 

rabbit dies, you can give its bones to your dog!” 

The flags are strung up round the walls of the link foyer so, if you 

get a chance, see how challenging life as a beaver can be! 
Jeanne Clark and Barry Wiles 
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Missing letters (answers) 

I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd gives his life for the 

sheep. The hired hand is not the shepherd, and the sheep are not 

his own. When he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep 

and runs away.  

John 10:10-11 
 

Things you might not know! 

1. Where did Mary’s relative Elizabeth live? Luke 1: 39-41 
2. What animals are mentioned in the Christmas scriptures? 

 Luke 2: 8 
3. Who had 30 sons who rode 30 donkeys and had 30 towns? 

Judges 10: 3-5 
4. What or whom did Jesus say we cannot possibly serve at the 

same time we love and serve God? Matthew 6:24 
5. What restriction did the law place on clothing fabrics?  

Leviticus 19:19 
6. Which king of Israel had a fleet of ships? 1 Kings 9: 26-28 
7. How big was the Ark of the Covenant? Exodus 37: 1 
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8. When Judas returned the money he had received to the chief 
priests and elders, what did they decide to do with it? 
 Matthew 27: 6-7 

9. Where is Mount Tabor? 
10.  What were the names of Noah’s sons? Genesis 6: 10 
11. What was Abel’s occupation? Genesis 4: 2 
12. Who spoke of the time when “they shall beat their swords into 

ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks”? Isaiah 2:4 

Cats quiz 
 

Thanks to those who supported this quiz which raised over £150 

for the Trachoma charity. There were 100 entries; about two-

thirds had full marks.  The winner was Enid Hirst from Sheffield, a 

friend of Elaine’s. A new quiz should be available by the end of 

September. 

  

Cat matters 

1. Stay paw-sitive! 

2. You’ve got to be kitten me. 

3. That’s just clawful. 

4. You’re a fur-midable opponent. 

5. I’m so fur-tunate. 

6. You look fur-miliar. 

7. That’s paw-some. 

8. Don’t fur-get to buy more catnip. 

9. I’m feline sad. 

10. You’ve got purr-sonality. 

11. My favourite colour is purr-ple. 

12. I’ve got cattitude. 

13. What kind of car does a cat drive? Furrari 
14. There were four cats on a windowsill; one jumped into the  
  yard. How many were left? None – they were all copycats 
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15. What do you call it when a cat wins first place at a dog  
  show? A cat-has-trophy! 

 
Coffee Rota 

3rd October Helen Miller and Marie Gleadhill 
10th October Jane Studd (Harvest) 
17th October Elaine Ferguson and Sally-Ann Rogerson 
24th October Liz Walkden and Liz Keech (church meeting)  
31st October Zoom service at home 
7th November  Christine Smith and Doreen Fox 
 

Duty Elders     Communion Steward 
3rd October Brenda Hollingworth  Richard Groves 
10th October Elaine Ferguson (Harvest) 
17th October Margaret Barron 
24th October Rob Studd (church meeting)  
31st October Zoom service; evening service  Helen Miller 
7th November Jane Studd 
 
 
 

DIARY FOR OCTOBER            
Sunday 3rd Service at church at 10.30 a.m. with communion 

led by Mr Pete Clark 

Wednesday 6th Service at church at 11.30 a.m.   

       led by Rev’d Barry Welch 

Thursday 7th  Social Club at 2.30 p.m. Roger Hart:  

     Gardening and Wildlife in Lockdown 

Sunday 10th  Harvest Service at church at 10.30 a.m.  

 led by Dr Nicola Robinson 

Wednesday 13th Service at church at 11.30 a.m.   

        led by Dr Nicola Robinson   
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Sunday 17th  Bible Sunday service at 10.30 a.m. 

led by Miss Anne Dale  

Monday 18th Elders’ Zoom meeting at 7 p.m.   

Wednesday 20th Service at church at 11.30 a.m.  

     led by Rev’d Simon Copley 

Thursday 21st  Social Club at 2.30 p.m. Kevin Morley: 

     An Orphanage in Addis Ababa   

Sunday 24th Service at 10.30 a.m. led by  

    Dr Nicola Robinson; the service will be followed  

    by the Quarterly Church Meeting. 

Wednesday 27th Service at church at 11.30 a.m.   

       led by Mr Pete Clark  

Sunday 31st Joint Team service at Central URC at 10.30 a.m. 

  All Saints’ Eve service at 7.30 p.m. led by  

Miss Anne Dale   

 

Advance Notice 

Sunday 28th November 3 p.m. Friends in Harmony Concert 
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Joint Team Services for Advent 

Sunday 28th November: morning service at Gleadless URC 

Sunday 5th December: morning service at Meersbrook Park URC 

Sunday 12th December: morning service at Dore and Totley URC 

Sunday 19th December: morning Nativity service at Central URC; 

         afternoon Carol Service at Trinity URC  

Sunday 26th December: morning service at Central URC 
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 Directory                       Phone  

Ministers   Reverend Simon Copley          01709 814471   
       Email: whiteknight_copley@hotmail.com  

       Reverend Zaidie Orr     348 4155  
       
   

Email: zaidieorr@aol.com    

Reverend Barry Welch             235 0330 

Email: bazwelch@btopenworld.com  
 

Deputy    
 

Jane Studd         236 1192  

Chair              5 Devonshire Road, Sheffield S17 3NT   

      
  

Email: janeandrobstudd@talktalk.net  

Secretary:   Elaine Ferguson                    07929 720977  
       32 Rushley Drive, Sheffield S17 3EN   

          Email: elaineferg32@yahoo.co.uk  

Treasurer:   Rob Studd         236 1192   
     5 Devonshire Road, Sheffield S17 3NT   

    Email: janeandrobstudd@talktalk.net  
 

 Pastoral Care: Jane Studd          236 1192   

         5 Devonshire Road, Sheffield S17 3NT      

     Email: janeandrobstudd@talktalk.net   
 

 Editor:        Jeanne Clark        236 7390   

                  8 Abbeydale Park Rise, Sheffield S17 3PD   

                   Email: Jeanne.clark@btinternet.com   

  
www. doreandtotleyurc.org.uk   

A Member of the Sheffield Group of United Reformed Churches  
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Mon  T’ai Chi  11.30–12.30 p.m.  

  Age UK Fitness Class      2.30 – 3.30 p.m.  

  Dore Performance Arts  4 – 6 p.m.   

  Aerobics  7 - 8 p.m.  

Tues  Lunch Club  10 – 1.30 p.m.  

  Yoga  1.15 – 2.45 p.m.  

  Martial Arts  3.45 – 5.45 p.m.  

Term-time  Beaver Scouts  6 – 7 p.m.  

  Shine On: Ladies’ choir  7.30 – 9 p.m.  

1st Tues  Totley Brook Quilters  7.30 – 9.30 p.m.  

2nd Tues  Service for Help and Healing  7 - 8 p.m.  

1st Wed  Carers’ café   10 – 12 noon  

Wed  Pilates  9.15 – 11.15 a.m.  

  Coffee morning  10 – 12 noon  

  Mid-week Service  11.30 – 12 noon  

  Talented Tots Dance Class  1.45 – 2.45 p.m.  

  DSPA Dance classes  4 – 7.30 p.m.  

1st Wed  Ladies’ Group - not often in 

church   

8 p.m.  

Thurs  Hastings Road Art Group    9.30 – 12 noon  

  The Rock Choir  11.30 - 1.00 p.m.  

  Pilates  1.30 – 2.30 p.m. 

5.15 – 7.15 p.m.  

1st & 3rd   Social Club  2.30 – 4.30 p.m.  

  Age UK Fitness Class      1.30 - 2.30 p.m.  

3rd Thurs   Photography Group                7.45 - 9.45 p.m.  

Friday  Stretch & Tone Dance class  2 – 3 p.m.  

  Contemporary Dance class  4 – 5 p.m.  

Ella Lawrie has contact details: tel. 236 6294  

Activities will recommence as soon as it is safe to do so.  

 


