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I am the light of the world.  
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 

 but will have the light of life. 

John 8:12 
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Dear Friends  
A few weeks ago, I was out for an evening walk and ventured down a 
footpath through a wooded area that had some street lighting. All 
was going well until there was suddenly a brief power cut and the 
lights went out. It was pitch black and I had no idea how to get 
myself back to the road. There was a growing sense of concern and 
fear that I’d be stuck there for ages or if I tried to move forward, that 
I’d trip and do some damage to myself. Then a small light appeared 
and I realised there was another walker heading towards me with her 
mobile phone being used as a flashlight. I then realised that I could 
have used the light on my phone which I’d had with me all the time. I 
felt relieved and foolish. 
 

Listening to the news just before I sat down to write this was a 
depressing experience. COP26 was coming to an end and Sky News 
was interviewing lots of climate activists and scientists. They were all 
portraying a desperate and seemingly hopeless situation. They didn’t 
trust the politicians and business leaders who were making big 
promises about cutting emissions. I switched over to the BBC News 
Channel and the news was about a massive build-up of Russian 
troops on the borders with Ukraine, Estonia, Latvia and Belarus. 
Experts were saying that war could easily break out. I then clicked 
through all the news channels on Sky and it was depressing stuff. No 
good news to be seen anywhere. It felt like a very dark world. 
 

I wonder how the people were feeling 2000 years ago. The Jewish 
people were so desperate for a king to lead them to freedom, who 
would give them back the hope that had almost been extinguished 
by Rome. Would God raise up a light in their darkness, a new King 
David, a military and political leader to restore the nation of Israel? A 
baby was not the expectation or the dream. They saw few signs of 
God at work in their unhappy world, but the thing is that God is 
always working and doing things that we struggle to see and 
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understand. On Good Friday, who could have imagined that there 
was anything good beyond the seemingly disastrous death of Jesus, 
the one in whom so many had put their trust and hope? It was as 
dark as dark could be and there was no sign of light, of any hope 
whatsoever, but God was at work, unseen. Then came the amazing 
news of people encountering Jesus again, even though they knew he 
had died on the cross. They realised that the light had been there all 
the time. God was at work bringing the Resurrection and a new 
beginning in which all could share. Freedom, forgiveness and hope 
were there for the people who would open their eyes and see, who 
were not stuck in spiritual blindness. 
 

Of course, Easter is our primary festival when we celebrate the 
power of God’s love to overcome any evil and even death itself. It is a 
time for rejoicing. In the increasingly secular world, Easter is barely 
noted apart from the extra days off work and maybe the sharing of 
some chocolate eggs. The secular world prefers Christmas when so 
much is spent on presents, food and drink. The parties with friends, 
the family gatherings, the decorations and all the rest of it is loved by 
many, and it isn’t much to do with Jesus for many people. It’s just a 
big winter festival. Having said that, I am sure Jesus rejoices when he 
sees people having wholesome fun, spending precious time with 
loved-ones, but somehow our society has allowed the commercial 
aspects of the season to hide the true meaning of Christmas. 
 

Some 2000 years ago, in a dark world, a light was shining, the 
Messiah was born. He would grow up and teach wonderful things 
that would transform lives and his teaching would not be just words 
but practical living. He loved people and he showed it. In fact, his 
love was so deep and all-consuming that he would not run from the 
cross. He would reveal perfect, sacrificial love and bring hope to the 
world.  
 

Christmas is a time to welcome Jesus, to celebrate his birth and the 
coming of God’s light into the darkness of a broken world. So please 
do take time this Christmas to reflect on where that light is shining in 
the world and in our own lives. Be thankful and reflect upon how we 
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can live in such a way that the light becomes more visible to others. 
How might Dore and Totley URC and the Sheffield Team help the 
light of Jesus shine so brightly that nobody can miss it? How can we 
be a means by which Jesus brings light into the lives of those who are 
having a tough time and those who are unable to see the path that 
Jesus is calling them to follow? 
 

The light is shining; it always is. The darkness can be scary for the 
world and for individuals, but we have a light with us all the time, 
even when, like me in the wooded pathway, we forget. We can use 
the light we have to help others. 
 

Have a truly blessed Christmas and welcome Jesus again into your 
life, being truly thankful for God’s gracious love. 

Barry Welch 
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FAMILY NEWS   

Isabel is out and about again after her fall, which is good to see. 

She has just had good news from the results of a scan; we are all 

relieved. 

Clive Hollingworth has had another spell in hospital; we think of 
him and Brenda with concern. 

Marie, Graham and John have all been hiding away having been 
struck down with Covid. It is to be hoped they and all our church 
family can enjoy a Covid-free Christmas and New Year. 

Molly comes out less than usual as she doesn't like to leave Terry 
at home for long. Joan is in a similar situation with Neil. Derek and 
Marion are able to come to church services together, twice a week, 
which is of benefit to both of them. 

We welcomed Cecily and Sally-Anne into membership at Dore and 
Totley at the Remembrance Service on 14th November. We wish 
them many happy years sharing worship and social events with us 
all. 

In our prayers we remember Norine and Alison, Ann and Andrew, 
Sheila, Dorothy and of course Jim, Gill and Mavis in their care 
homes. 

My best wishes to all the church family for a happy and healthy 
Christmas and New Year. 

Jane Studd 2361192  

   

The copy date for the next (February) Take Notice is Monday 17th 
January. 
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING! 

Wreath making workshop 
On Wednesday 1st December from 7 to 9 p.m. we can get into the 
Christmas spirit by making a wreath for our front doors. Lisa 
Wigfield will bring all the materials we need and guide us, with 
seasonal refreshments to keep us going! The cost of £20 includes 
everything. Some of us have made wreaths at Shiregreen before so 
this is a great chance to do it on our doorstep. Please let Elaine or 
Lisa know if you’d like to join in as there will be a minimum and 
maximum number of participants. It is open to friends and relatives 
too! More details on the noticeboard. 

Carol singing for Christian Aid 

People from churches all over Sheffield will be singing carols in 

Fargate on 4th December. We have been given a midday slot of 12 to 

1 along with St Mary’s Bramall Lane. If you’d like to join in, bags can 

be left securely at Central URC. I’m hoping to be there and if anyone 

would like to join me and have a bit of lunch afterwards let me know.   

Christian Aid week this year over the whole of the UK raised, 

incredibly, more than £5 million. So thank you again to everyone who 

helped us do our bit in S17 towards this fantastic total. 
Elaine Ferguson 

Team services in December 

As well as worshipping in our own building in Advent, anyone will be 

welcome at any of the team services. This will be at Meersbrook Park 

on 5th December and at our church on 12th December. The service 

will be at Central on 19th December and will include a nativity 

presentation from children who are part of the URCs over the whole 

of Sheffield. If you miss seeing children in our church this is a great 

opportunity to witness their enthusiasm and give them 

encouragement. 

Rev’d Barry Welch will lead our service on Christmas Day.  
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Christmas post and bulbs 
The Christmas post box will be in church at the Wednesday services 
on 1st and 8th December, and the Sunday service on 5th December. It 
is only for church members and friends and if you would like to put in 
a small donation for our charity, Trachoma, please do. The cards will 
be given out at the service on 12th December, as will the pots of 
bulbs which the beaver scouts have prepared for special people. 

 

SOCIAL CLUB 
The next two meetings are: 
Thursday 2nd December: Victorian Christmas by Janet Ridler 

Thursday 16th December: Christmas party  

Thursday 20th January: An Afternoon with Rev’d Simon Copley                    

The meetings start at 2.30 p.m. and there are refreshments.  
Alison Holden 

    
 

 

The flowers in church on  
5th December  

are in loving memory  
of Ron Webber’s wife, Irene. 

. 
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To book a place please contact Elaine on 07929720977 

or email lisa.wigfield@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
 

Wreath making workshop  

at Dore & Totley URC  

on Wednesday 1st December  

7-9 p.m. 

Cost £20 which includes all fresh 

 and natural materials,  

seasonal refreshments,  

fun and laughter!!!!!  

 

 

 
 

CRACKER JOKES 

How does an Eskimo fix his house? Igloos it together 

What did Father Christmas say to his wife when he looked out of the 

window? Looks like reindeer. 

What happens if you eat too many Christmas decorations? You get 

tinsel-itis. 

What do English teachers call Santa’s little helpers? Subordinate 

Clauses 

Why is a foot a good Christmas present? It makes a great stocking 

filler. 

What do angry mice send to each other at Christmas? Cross Mouse 

Cards. 

What do they sing at a snowman's birthday party? Freeze a jolly good 

fellow 

mailto:lisa.wigfield@gmail.com
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Christmas is Coming – but all too quickly!   
Unfortunately I did not receive this information until after the copy 
date for the November issue of Take Notice so there is very little time 
to respond.  

The foodbank wish list is the same as last year: medium or small 
boxes of Christmas biscuits; small Christmas cakes or packs of 
Christmas chocolate mini rolls, etc.; Chocolates/sweets (medium 
sized boxes) which look festive!; selection boxes/chocolate coins; 
Pringles, Cheddars or similar crisps in a cardboard tube; bottles of 
fizzy grape juice or similar; tins of salmon and ham; sachets of instant 
custard or tins/cartons of custard; small boxes of crackers/biscuits 
for cheese; boxes of mince pies (without brandy) - please check  the 
Use By date is after 25th December. No alcohol or liqueur chocolates. 
All items will all be packed into bags then transported to our 
collection sessions and, therefore, as an example, solid chocolate 
Santas are more useful than hollow, fragile ones. Christmas parcels 
start being given out on 7th December in the hope that people won't 
go into debt trying to buy extra nice things. SO, that means that 
Christmas food should arrive at the foodbank by Monday 6th 
December. 
If anyone would prefer to donate money, it will be used to fill in any 
gaps (last year there was a shortage of Shloer) and to buy some fresh 
produce for the collection sessions (such as cheese, bacon, butter, 
sausages and satsumas). Cheques can be made payable to Grace 
Food Bank and marked “for Christmas” on the envelope.    

 

SHOE BOX APPEAL 
See where the action is! Photos overleaf 
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Didn’t they do well!? 
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TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 
At this festive time, when most of us will be surrounded by family 
and friends at well-laden tables, handing round presents from under 
the tree and indulging in treats, please pray for others not as 
fortunate as you, including, but not limited to, the following. 

 For those who have an empty seat at the table for the first 
time this year and are missing a loved one; 

 

 For mums who have lost a baby and those who can’t have one, 
and the heartache and guilt they feel; 

 

 For parents whose children are terminally ill; 
 

 For young children and adults who have lost a parent this 
month whatever their age; 

 

 For those who have given up all hope of happiness, warmth, 
love and friendship; 

 

 For those who need the Archer Project for a Christmas meal 
and will then be back on the street; 

 

 For those living in fear for their lives in bombed out houses; 
 

 For those waiting for test results and those who have just 
received bad news; 

 

 For those who feel isolated because they have no close family 
nearby and are putting on a brave face; 

 

 For those who have to work to keep us safe and well instead  
  of spending time with their families; 
 

 For those who face 2022 with recent life-changing injuries; 
 

 For people who have suffered from drought, hurricanes, 
earthquakes, floods and volcanic eruptions.    
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ROTAS  
Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. (1 Peter 4:10). It 
is in our service that all will see God's grace in action as we 
demonstrate our faith. 

 

 
Coffee Rota 
5th December Helen Miller and Marie Gleadhill  
12th December Elaine Ferguson and Sally-Ann Rogerson 
19th December Jane Studd 
26th December no service here 
2nd January Liz Walkden and Liz Keech 
9th January  Doreen Fox and Christine Smith 
16th January Jeanne Clark 
23rd January Fiona Green 
30th January Helen Miller and Marie Gleadhill 

 

Duty Elders      Communion   
5th December Shona Picken   Marie Gleadhill 
12th December Elaine Ferguson 
19th December Margaret Barron 
26th December no service here 
2nd January Brenda Hollingworth  Liz Walkden  
9th January  Fiona Green  
16th January Shona Picken 
23rd January Ann Rook 
30th January Anne Dale 
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Door Duty 
5th December Liz Keech and Norine Brown 
12th December Helen Miller and Marie Gledhill 
19th December Jane and Rob Studd 
26th December no service here 
2nd January Barry Wiles and Kath Taylor 
9th January  Linda and Wille McKeachie 
16th January Christine Smith and Brenda Hollingworth 
23rd January Liz Keech and Norine Brown 
30th January Elaine Ferguson 
 

 
Flower Rota 
5th December Ron Webber  
12th and 19th December Christmas Flowers  
26th December no service here 
2nd January Shona Picken  
9th January   
16th January Ella Lawrie  
23rd January Liz Keech 
30th January Anne Dale 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you something to drink?  When did we see you a stranger and invite 
you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?  When did we see you sick 
or in prison and go to visit you?’ The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.’ 
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WORDSEARCH (answers) 
 

W E G T H M K I C X J P 
R W R E A T H S A Z O C 
M P E K D J E S N B T A 
A Y A D V I M P D H O P 
R J O S E P H E L O V E 
Y E B A N C O A E O G A 
P S F G T H P C S P K C 
Q U G M L O E X E A Y E 
Y S Z P U R P L E Q R A 
 
DOUBLE PUZZLE 
The initial letter of each one word answer will spell out a topical 
word. 

1. The borders of here reached from Sidon toward Gerar as far as 
Gaza (6) [Genesis 10:19] 

2. A king who ordered the Murder of the Innocents (5) 
3. She stayed with Naomi (4) 
4. He was Jacob’s father (5) 
5. A just and devout man of Jerusalem who met Mary, Joseph and 

Jesus as they entered the Temple (6) 
6. A mount where the Transfiguration of Jesus took place (5) 
7. Moses’ sister (6) 
8. Moses’ elder brother (5) 
9. Saint whose face was “like the face of an angel”. [Acts 6:15] 

 
The word is: _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _   
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DIARY FOR DECEMBER             
Wednesday 1st  Carers’ café at 10.30 a.m. 

Midweek service at 11.30 a.m.   

 led by Rev’d Zaidie Orr 

Christmas Wreath making workshop 7 – 9 p.m.  

Thursday 2nd  Social Club at 2.30 p.m.  
  Victorian Christmas by Janet Ridler  

Saturday 4th Carol singing in Fargate 12-1 p.m. 
Sunday 5th   Family service with communion at 10.30 a.m.  

 led by Miss Anne Dale 
  OR Joint Team Service at Meersbrook Park URC at 10.30 a.m. 

    Evening Service via zoom  
Wednesday 8th   Midweek Service at 11.30 a.m.  
     led by Rev’d Barry Welch 
Sunday 12th   Joint Team Service at 10.30 a.m. here at Dore and 

Totley at 10.30 a.m.  
Christmas cards, and pots of bulbs planted by the 
beaver scouts will be available to collect 

Monday 13th Elders’ Zoom meeting at 7 p.m.   

Wednesday 15th Midweek service at 11.30 a.m.   
   led by Rev’d Simon Copley 
Thursday 16th  Social Club at 2.30 p.m. Christmas Party 

Sunday 19th  Carol Service at 10.30 a.m. led by Mr Peter Clark 
  OR Joint Team Nativity Service at Central URC at 10.45 a.m. 
  AND/OR   Joint Team Carol Service at Trinity URC at 3 p.m. 
Wednesday 22nd Midweek service at 11.30 a.m.  
    led by Dr Nicola Robinson 
Saturday 25th Christmas Day Service at 10 a.m. led by  
    Rev’d Barry Welch  
Sunday 26th   No service at Dore and Totley 

 Joint Team Service at Central URC at 10.45 a.m.  
Wednesday 29th Midweek service at 11.30 a.m.  
    led by Mr Peter Clark 
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DIARY FOR JANUARY 

Sunday 2nd   Family Service with communion at 10.30 a.m.  
 led by Miss Anne Dale 

Wednesday 5th  Carers’ café at 10.30 a.m. 
Midweek Service at 11.30 a.m.   
 led by Rev’d Zaidie Orr 

Sunday 9th   Family Service at 10.30 a.m.  
 led by Rev’d Barry Welch 

Wednesday 12th Midweek Service at 11.30 a.m.  
     led by Rev’d Barry Welch 
Sunday 16th   Family Service at 10.30 a.m. led by  

Mr John Freeman 
Wednesday 19th Midweek service at 11.30 a.m.   

   led by Rev’d Simon Copley 

Thursday 20th  Social Club at 2.30 p.m. An Afternoon with 
   Rev’d Simon Copley 

Sunday 23rd   Family Service at 10.30 a.m.  

led by Rev’d Simon Copley 

Wednesday 26th  Midweek service at 11.30 a.m.  

    led by Mr Peter Clark 

Sunday 30th    Joint Team Service here at 10.30 a.m.  
 

 

 

 

 

There is a new Christmas quiz which will be sold locally, as well as 
the usual more tricky one which is sold to regular quizzers up and 
down the country. 
  
 
          

The link for the Sunday evening 6.30 p.m. services is:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82614318926  
The link for the Thursday evening 7 p.m. meetings is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87804466762 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82614318926
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87804466762
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   Directory                       Phone  

Ministers   Reverend Simon Copley          01709 814471   
       Email: whiteknight_copley@hotmail.com  

       Reverend Zaidie Orr     348 4155  
       
   

Email: zaidieorr@aol.com    

Reverend Barry Welch             235 0330 

Email: bazwelch@btopenworld.com  
 

Deputy    
 

Jane Studd         236 1192  

Chair              5 Devonshire Road, Sheffield S17 3NT   

      
  

Email: janeandrobstudd@talktalk.net  

Secretary:   Elaine Ferguson                    07929 720977  
       32 Rushley Drive, Sheffield S17 3EN   

          Email: elaineferg32@yahoo.co.uk  

Treasurer:   Rob Studd         236 1192   
     5 Devonshire Road, Sheffield S17 3NT   

    Email: janeandrobstudd@talktalk.net  
 

 Pastoral Care: Jane Studd          236 1192   

         5 Devonshire Road, Sheffield S17 3NT      

     Email: janeandrobstudd@talktalk.net   
 

 Editor:        Jeanne Clark        236 7390   

                  8 Abbeydale Park Rise, Sheffield S17 3PD   

                   Email: Jeanne.clark@btinternet.com   

  
www. doreandtotleyurc.org.uk   

A Member of the Sheffield Group of United Reformed Churches  
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Mon  T’ai Chi  11.30–12.30 p.m.  

  Age UK Fitness Class      2.30 – 3.30 p.m.  

  Dore Performance Arts  4 – 6 p.m.   

  Aerobics  7 - 8 p.m.  

Tues  Lunch Club  10 – 1.30 p.m.  

  Yoga  1.15 – 2.45 p.m.  

  Martial Arts  3.45 – 5.45 p.m.  

Term-time  Beaver Scouts  6 – 7 p.m.  

  Shine On: Ladies’ choir  7.30 – 9 p.m.  

1st Tues  Totley Brook Quilters  7.30 – 9.30 p.m.  

2nd Tues  Service for Help and Healing  7 - 8 p.m.  

1st Wed  Carers’ café   10 – 12 noon  

Wed  Pilates  9.15 – 11.15 a.m.  

  Coffee morning  10 – 12 noon  

  Mid-week Service  11.30 – 12 noon  

  Talented Tots Dance Class  1.45 – 2.45 p.m.  

  DSPA Dance classes  4 – 7.30 p.m.  

1st Wed  Ladies’ Group - not often in 

church   

8 p.m.  

Thurs  Hastings Road Art Group    9.30 – 12 noon  

  The Rock Choir  11.30 - 1.00 p.m.  

  Pilates  1.30 – 2.30 p.m. 

5.15 – 7.15 p.m.  

1st & 3rd   Social Club  2.30 – 4.30 p.m.  

  Age UK Fitness Class      1.30 - 2.30 p.m.  

3rd Thurs   Photography Group                7.45 - 9.45 p.m.  

Friday  Stretch & Tone Dance class  2 – 3 p.m.  

  Contemporary Dance class  4 – 5 p.m.  

Ella Lawrie has contact details: tel. 236 6294  

Activities will recommence as soon as it is safe to do so.  

 


